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HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [10.01 am]: I thank the 
honourable member for some — 

Hon Simon O’Brien interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I have got my mind on something else! We are bringing question time forward! 
Hon Simon O’Brien was the only one who laughed, so he is the only one paying attention! 

Hon Simon O’Brien: With empathy, Leader of the House! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Sorry, Mr President. I will start again. 

Western Australia has an excellent higher education sector. Now, for the first time, a “Strategic Plan for 
Higher Education in Western Australia 2015” has been developed between the state government and 
Western Australia’s five universities. This plan will guide our higher education institutions as they strive to 
compete on the world stage. This plan is not something forced onto our universities by the government; it is 
something they have requested for many years. It was also recommended in the 2013 report, “Future Directions 
for the Role of the State in Higher Education”, by the panel chaired by Emeritus Professor Margaret Seares. The 
2015 strategic plan is the product of a joint collaboration between the Western Australian government and each 
of the state’s five universities. The government and universities need to work together on our many common 
goals, which include increasing the participation of the population in higher education, building our international 
relationships, encouraging greater opportunities for disadvantaged students, and encouraging more uninterrupted 
movement between schools, vocational education and training, and universities. 

Next week, I will lead a delegation of vice-chancellors and higher education officials to visit China and Vietnam 
to strengthen our international relationship in higher education, develop new partnerships, and encourage more 
students from both countries to study in Western Australia. International students in Australia are worth 
$17 billion to the nation’s economy, but Western Australia’s market share is just $1.3 billion, or 7.8 per cent, of 
that figure. We need to continue to market ourselves more effectively as an international study destination and to 
show students, particularly those from our northern Asian neighbours, that Western Australia is an attractive 
place in which to live and learn. Part of the mission of the delegation will also be to help facilitate exchanges of 
university staff and higher degree research students. In addition, we want our own students to study overseas 
and, in doing so, to establish valuable academic and business relationships. To assist in this process, the state 
government is establishing a Chinese study scholarship program that will provide for two Western Australian 
students to study at a Chinese university each year from 2017. I expect that at the end of the scholarship 
program, recipients will have developed fluency in Mandarin and will have collected a range of academic and 
professional contacts that will strengthen ties between Western Australia and China. I look forward to leading 
the delegation to China and Vietnam and providing a report to Parliament on the outcomes of this important 
higher education mission. 

Another component of the plan is to make legislative changes that will bring our state’s five universities into the 
twenty-first century. The legislation is being finalised and I hope to introduce it into Parliament this year. The 
changes will remove unnecessary administrative processes, streamline the governing bodies of universities and 
allow approved revenue-raising by universities through commercial activities. 

All components of the “Strategic Plan for Higher Education in Western Australia 2015” are specifically designed 
to enhance the sector through a multifaceted strategy. Collectively, these strategies will provide avenues for an 
increase in student access to higher education from within the state, the nation and overseas. 

I thank the vice-chancellors of each of Western Australia’s five universities—the University of Western 
Australia, Curtin University, Murdoch University, Edith Cowan University and Notre Dame University—for 
their valued assistance in developing the strategic plan. 

Mr President, I had intended to table a copy of the plan for the interest of members, but the copy that I have is 
the wrong plan, so may I table it at a later stage of today’s sitting? 

The PRESIDENT: I suggest that you get the right plan and table it at a later stage. 
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